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Abstract

The school stage is considered one of the most important stages, on which all
subsequent life stages are based, and plays an important role in shaping the

individual, through the school space that they’re affected by.

This research was proposed to deep dive into the bullying phenomenon, which
occurs in a school in Jerusalem. It was an attempt to develop liberating societal tools
capable of carrying out societal intervention with children, coinciding with
understanding the phenomenon of bullying, and analysing it in their context, and
within the city of Jerusalem, in light of the fact that it is under difficult colonial and
social conflicts and challenges. In partnership with them, and recognition of their
presence by hearing their voices, and their effective participation in improving the
practice, and effecting change, which starts from raising their critical awareness, to

their ability to imagine a more just and liberating reality.

This research also includes a presentation of the children’s literature tool (the story),
and its use; As a means of preventive intervention against bullying for primary
grades, and research into its effectiveness in improving practice, which is reflected in
improving the school environment. In this research, | followed the methodology of
Critical Participatory Action Research; which is one of the types of qualitative
research, specifically in applied research within the educational field, through which it
is possible to work on improving practice in education in various fields within the
school, especially as it aims to explore social facts; In order to discover whether
social or educational practices have unsustainable consequences, it does so by

opening up a space for communication.

Regarding tools, the participation observation was used as a tool for gathering
information, in addition to the meetings, which were conducted in the form of a
weekly share with each class (first — fourth grades), as the total number of
participants reached 377 students. | analysed the contents of these classes, and the
social interaction that took place in them, which actually helped to shape the idea
and problematic of the research in a more precise way. Through it, | aimed to
illustrate what interests children, with the benefit of the Grounded Theory, which
sees the research problems, axes and contents, according to the dictates of the

interests of the researched community, in addition to the use of scientific theories



and literature; With the aim of explaining these contents, this method applies to all
chapters and themes of the research. The study came out with three main axes,
which are: The first axis: is reflection and dialogue; Reflection on the events of the
story occurs when it is told, and it leads to raise critical awareness, which becomes
possible, according to Freire, through practice (Conscientization), which means to
think and work with the world; To transform it for the better, So, the person is
transformed by changing his reality, through active dialogue, through which the
awareness of the participants is urged. As for the second axis; It is the dismantling of
the institutional structure (colonial and social). and confronting it, through dialogue
and reflection, the dismantling of the institutional structure that promotes and
provides a fertile environment for bullying takes place, and concepts and standards
reveal social roles. The third axis is critical awareness; When reflection and dialogue
take place, followed by the dismantling of the institutional structure and confronting it,
it produces critical awareness, which leads to change and progress, and these axes
are linked by a strong, interactive and dialectical relationship that cannot be

separated.
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